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Cause-and-Effect as a Pattern of Paragraph Development 
 

 
The main objective in using a cause-and-effect method of 

paragraph development is to explain to your readers (a) why a certain 
situation happened; (b) the consequences connected to that particular 
situation or event; or (c) a discussion of both.  

 
Writing your essay in this way will depend on your chosen topic and 

the main perspective that you want to convey. For example, if you want 
to explain to your audience the impact of CoViD-19 to the work of your 
parents, then your essay would focus on the effects of the pandemic to 
your parents and their work. On the other hand, if you want to share to 
the readers the reason why you transferred from a public to a private 
school, then your essay would focus on the causes of your action and 
decision. 

 
As you plan to write in this manner, it is important that like all other 

essays, you should consider your audience. This means that you have 
to choose a topic which is significant and relatable to your readers. An 
essay tackling the positive effects of reading using e-books may be 
appealing to students who take delight in using e-books, and those who 
are tech savvy and more adept in using technological devices and such 
platforms. However, this same topic would not be interesting to a student 
who loves to read traditional books. Moreover, you have to make sure 
that your point is clear and concise so that your readers will not be 
confused in distinguishing the causes from the effects in your essay. 
Take a look at the sample essay and examine how the writer clearly 
stated the topic and the focus of the essay.  
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